Former NAM director Stheeman published a paper on the petroleum geology of the Netherlands in 1962. Written as part of a special publication to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Royal Geological and Mining Society of the Netherlands (KNGMG), he states: "It may be said that now, in 1962, we believe that, on shore, we have almost concluded both the exploratory and the development stage". Stheeman did not realise that there were still roughly a 1000 onshore exploration and production wells to be drilled. Adding more than 500 offshore wells, a wealth of information on the deep subsurface has accumulated over the past 50 years.
